
Volume 3, lssue3

A s s o  c  i  a t i o n

LETTER FROtt ECFA PRESIBE*r, FFTER T\fi,lCHT LATEST FRoM THE LEGAL ARENA

On November 20, a three judge panel
of the California Sixth Court of Appeals heard
oral argument on our lawsuit appeal (Big
Creek Lumber and CCFA vs. the County of
Santa Cruz aud the California Coastal Com-
mission). This landmark lawsuit wil l deter-
mine the future of forest business in the
County  and u ' i l l  l i Le ly  have repercuso ions
throughout the state. Attorneys for each of
the four litigants presented their position, but
only 30 minutes were allowed for each sid.e, so
the comments were mostly confined to clarif i-
cations of the previously filed written argu-
ments- We are no$.waii ing for the court's de-
cision that is expected within the next month
of so

The presiding judge had read and un-
derstood the written arguments. His ques-
t rons  were  d i rec t  and sharp .  Quer ies  conrern-
ing the authodty of the Coastal Comnission
in the management of t imber operations E-
sulted in the usual claim to speak for God,
and got a discrete laugh. Those of us who at-
tended the hearing were encouraged. but with
the courts, you never know. We'll put out a
flash bulletin to members as soon as lve re-
ceive the decision.

CCFA's  Miss ion
The Centtul Coost Forcst Associat;on is o

non.ptafit atlian e of snall larcstland otu e's,
lnpslt r prolcssionol, dnd lotpst ane^tpd bv{
p",ps u i th. lu,p ofhni ] )  to tht  Loads,  no\n.
ktins, streams aul aild life of the Ce ral
Cti.tst. Out putpose is to uphold otd prcsene
our nlues, our propert! iehts ond aur bor of
tife. Ta advan e this objectiue CCFA u'ill:

Inleracl with community, poliltcal and
envionmental inlercsts as a voice for

Unclerctand lhe news,law and ted-'-
nology of lorcsw and apply lhis
knowledge for lhe benefitand prctec-
tion of foresland owners.

I nform members ol malters affecting
thei lands and forests.

Take polilical and legal action to (k-
fend the nghts and prcpedyofallCen-
tral Co a sl f ore stl a nd owners.

NMFS Mis laces CCFA's Petition to De-list

Coho Salmon South of San Francisco

The comedy of "endaugered" coho salmon in the dreams of the
Santa Cruz Mountains continues to provide a good laugh for all and a
flimsy excuse for government's curtaili.ng of logging, farming, recreation,
etc. around Central Coast streams.

In the early 1990s, Santa Cruz County bureaucrat Dave Hope
wrote a totally bogus petition to State and Feileral governments to list
Central Coast coho as an endangered species. Both the federal government
(NMFS) and the State (CDF & G) weut along with the charad.e and listed
them. However, common sense (and coincidentally the law) says that to be
endangered, the species must be native to the habitat and an important
linkage illt the genetic heritage of the species. The historical and archeo-
logical records prove conclusively that coho salmon are not native to these
streams and were never present until artificially introduced in 1906 by ihe
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