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Subject: Unlawful inclusion of TPZ lands as dumpsite candidates.

In reviewing the list of proposed Santa Cruz County dumpsite locations we find that nearly three-
quarters of the proposed parcels are forestlands zoned timberland production (TPZ). Considering the
preponderance of other, more suitable locations in the county, we wonder why (contrary to State law)
timberland has been thusly singled out as the preferred venue to dump the County's trash.

In considering these sites, the County is ignoring the California State Z'Berg-Nejedly Folest Practice

Act. Converting timberlands zoned TPZto a dumpsite would clearly violate the following provisions of the

State law.

4621.2 .  (a )  f f  the  t imber lands  wh ich  are  to  be  devoted  to  uses
other than the growing of t imber are zoned as t imberl-and product ion

zones under  Sec t ion  5 ] -172 or  51113 o f  the  Government  Code,  the
app l ica t ion  sha l l  spec i fy  the  proposed a l te rnaLe use and shaf l
include information the board determines necessary to evaluate the
proposed al ternate use. The board shal l  approve the appl icat ion for
conversion only i f  the board makes wri t . ten f indings that al- l -  of  the
foL . l -owing  ex is t :

(1 )  The convers ion  woufd  be  in  the  pub l ic  in te res t .
(2 )  The convers ion  wou ld  no t  have a  subs tan t ia l  and unmi t iga ted

adverse  e f fec t  upon the  cont inued t imber -growing  use or  open-space
use of other land zoned as t imberland preserve and si tuated within
one mile of the exter ior boundary of the l -and upon which immediate
rezon ing  is  p roposed.

(3 )  The so i Is ,  s lopes ,  and watershed cond i t ions  wou l -d  be  su i tab le
fo r  the  uses  proposed i f  the  convers ion  were  approved.

(b )  The ex is tence o f  an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  an  a l te rna t ive  use  o f  the
land shal l  not alone be suff ic ient reason for condit ional ly approving
an app l ica t ion  fo r  convers ion .  Convers ion  sha l l  be  cons idered on ly
i f  there is no proximate and suitable l -and which is not zoned as
t imber l -and produc t ion  fo r  the  a l te rna te  use  no t  permi t ted  w i th in  a
t imber land produc t ion  zone.

Plainly, a dumpsite fails to meet the above, State mandated criteria. There is no way in which a landfill
is compatible with the growing and harvesting of timber. Further, a landfill is patently unsuitable to the soils,
slopes, and watershed conditions of most forested ecosystems in Santa Cruz County.
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a dumpsite.
■

Sincerely,                           1    ‐               ‐           11

P e t e r  T w i g h t              i

Presidcnt,CCFA

cc: Thomas L. Bolich, Director of Public Worlcs, County of Santa Cruz
R. Patrick Matthews, Solid Waste and Recycling manager, County of Santa Cruz
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